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THE   QUEEN   AND    MR.    GLADSTONE             [1885

1201                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram}                            Aix LES BAINS, xoth April. 1885.
Is it dignified that British Commission should remain on the
Afghan Boundary any longer ?
1202  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April ii. 1885.
. . With reference to the unhappy contingency of a possible
war with Russia, the Cabinet considered the question of an
occupation of Port Hamilton1 in Corean territory, and thought
that Lord Granville2 should make such arrangements with
China and Japan as would render that occupation available in
case of need.
1203                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                   xzth April. 1885.
... I think conduct of Russian General requires great
explanation and an apology ought to be demanded. If Russia is
sincerely anxious to avoid war, she can still do so. What has
Amir said to defeat at Penjdeh ?
1204  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April 15. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone humbly reports to Your Majesty that the Cabinet
advise with deep respect that the statement contained in the
inclosed memorandum should be made on behalf of the Govern-
ment when on Monday, or at the very latest, Tuesday, next, a
vote or votes are presented to the House of Commons for ad-
ditional military expenditure, on a large scale, having reference
to the Soudan, to India, and the Afghan frontier, and to the
general position of the Empire. This advice is the result of the
deliberations of the Cabinet both as to substance and as to form
in what the present exigencies of the Empire demand as to the
use of its military resources. The Memorandum limits the advice
now tendered to what appears to be of immediate necessity, and
contains various qualifications attaching to the general proposi-
tion at which the Cabinet have arrived. Mr. Gladstone's recent
1 An island off the southern extremity of Korea*             a Foreign Secretary.